The Frederick Faith Community and Affordable Housing for All:
A Common Resource for Our Faith Traditions

Efforts to promote affordable housing in a community like Frederick can
be grounded deeply in the shared moral vision of the Abrahamic
traditions—Judaism, Christianity, and Islam. While each tradition has its
own theological language and emphases, all three converge on a
consistent ethical commitment: care for the poor, protection of human
dignity, stewardship of resources, and the responsibility of communities
to ensure that basic needs—like shelter—are met. What follows is a

. . . . . . . FREDERICK HOUSING
synthesis of those perspectives, with brief scriptural or theological lines SOLUTIONS

that illuminate their support for housing justice.

Jewish Perspectives: Justice (Tzedek) and Communal Responsibility

In Judaism, the concept of tzedek (justice) and tzedakah (righteous giving) form the
backbone of social ethics. Housing is understood as part of a just society where individuals
can live securely and with dignity.

The Torah repeatedly commands care for the vulnerable:

“You shall not wrong or oppress a stranger, for you were strangers in the land of Egypt”
(Exodus 22:21).

This injunction expands beyond interpersonal ethics to structural concerns—ensuring that
systems do not exploit or exclude. Lack of affordable housing can be seen as a modern
form of oppression when it disproportionately harms the poor, immigrants, or marginalized
groups.

Another key teaching comes from Deuteronomy:

“There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore, | command you to be
openhanded toward your fellow Israelites who are poor and needy” (Deuteronomy 15:11).
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Rabbinic tradition interprets this as requiring not only charity but proactive measures to
prevent poverty. Providing stable housing is one such measure, helping individuals maintain
dignity and avoid deeper economic hardship.

Jewish law also emphasizes the right to shelter implicitly through its concern for fair wages,
property rights, and humane living conditions. The broader vision is of a community where
everyone has a DIy (makom)—a place.

Christian Perspectives: Hospitality, Justice, and the Dignity of All

Christian theology places strong emphasis on caring for those in need, rooted in the
teachings of Jesus and the prophetic tradition of the Hebrew Scriptures. Housing, while not
always named explicitly, is understood as part of the broader call to provide for the
vulnerable and uphold human dignity.

Jesus’ identification with the marginalized is central. In the Gospel of Matthew, he teaches:
“| was a stranger and you welcomed me” (Matthew 25:35).

This passage is often interpreted not only as a call to personal charity but as a communal
obligation to create systems where people are not left without shelter or belonging.
Affordable housing aligns with this ethic of welcome.

The early Christian community also modeled economic sharing:

“All who believed were together and had all things in common... they distributed to all, as
any had need” (Acts 2:44—45).

This vision suggests that access to life’s necessities—including housing—is not merely a
private matter but a shared responsibility. Modern Christian social teaching, especially in

traditions like Catholic Social Teaching, reinforces this: the “preferential option for the poor’
calls communities to prioritize those most at risk of displacement or homelessness.
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Muslim Perspectives: Compassion, Stewardship, and Social Equity

Islamic teaching strongly affirms the importance of caring for the poor and ensuring
equitable distribution of resources. Housing falls under the broader category of meeting
basic human needs, which is a communal obligation (fard kifayah).

The Qur'an repeatedly calls for generosity and care:

“And they give food in spite of love for it to the needy, the orphan, and the captive” (Quran
76:8).

While this verse mentions food, classical and contemporary scholars extend its principle to
all essentials of life, including shelter. The emphasis is on giving not just surplus, but from
what one values.

Another guiding principle is the prohibition against hoarding wealth and neglecting the
needy:

“And in their wealth, there is a known right for the beggar and the deprived” (Qur'an
70:24-25).

This “known right” suggests that those in need have a legitimate claim on communal
resources. Affordable housing initiatives can be understood as fulfilling this right by
ensuring access to safe living conditions.

The institution of zakat (obligatory almsgiving) and wagf (charitable endowment) historically
funded housing, inns, and public works. These practices reflect a systemic approach to
social welfare, where communities invest in long-term solutions to poverty, including
housing stability.

Shared Ethical Themes and Application to Frederick
Across these traditions, several common themes emerge:

e Human dignity: Every person deserves a safe and stable place to live.
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e Communal responsibility: Society as a whole—not just individuals—bears
responsibility for ensuring basic needs are met.

e Justice over charity alone: While personal generosity is important, structural
solutions are necessary to address systemic inequities.

e Hospitality and inclusion: Welcoming the stranger and protecting the vulnerable

are central moral imperatives.

For a community like Frederick, these teachings provide a powerful moral foundation for
affordable housing efforts. Faith communities can draw on their traditions not only to justify
such work but to actively participate in it—through advocacy, partnerships, and
resource-sharing.

In this light, promoting affordable housing is not merely a policy choice; it is a lived
expression of deeply rooted theological convictions shared across Jewish, Christian, and
Muslim traditions. We believe these also support collaboration among members of the
interreligious faith community in Frederick.

For more information, please visit www.FrederickHousingSolutions.org.

Prepared by Rev. Dr. Kenneth V. Daniel, MPA
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